
September 27, 2010 
  
Dear Friends: 
   
I am writing to again update you on the Liberal government’s “Compensation Restraint Consultations” 

process.  Unfortunately, it appears there may be some confusion about decisions that have been made and 
where the government’s agenda fits into our normal bargaining practices.  
   
Following our September 13

th
 all Presidents Meeting, and in keeping with a motion passed by the 

Executive Board, we contacted the government and have now scheduled one meeting.  We have been 

very clear in our message to the government:  
   

OPSEU rejects the government’s call for us to agree with their Compensation Restraint policy.   

We have re-affirmed that bargaining contracts will continue as usual and arbitrations will 
proceed as scheduled.  

Our staff negotiators and staff reps have been directed to bargain as usual.    
   
The one scheduled meeting will take place on September 30

th
.  We will listen to what the government and 

employers have to say.  We may well lecture them – again – on their unrealistic expectation that working 

people take a huge hit and watch their wage cut pay for more corporate income tax cuts.  We will NOT be 
negotiating on September 30

th
.  We will listen and then take time to consider our next steps.   

   
I have scheduled a follow-up conference call for the Executive Board right after the meeting to report 

what was said and to discuss next steps.   
   
The following leadership group was originally pulled together to join me for the September 30

th
 meeting: 

Patty Rout our VP, Treasurer and one Regional VP, Gino Franche from our Executive Board, Sector 
Chairs Roxanne Barnes, OPS.  Jamie Ramage, BPS, Betty Cree, CAAT Support and Benoit Dupuis, 

CAAT Academic.  
   
To broaden our elected representation, I have now invited the other Regional Vice Presidents: Mike 

Grimaldi, Claire Rowett, Dave Lundy, Nancy Pridham , Sue Brown and Jamie Tocker to join our team.  
   
Staff assigned include: Ron Lavigne, Executive Assistant to the President, Brian Gould, Chief Negotiator, 
Sector Supervisors: Barry Casey, Ruth Hamilton and Gord Hamilton and Randy Robinson our political 

economist.  I may add additional staff from Communications and our lawyer.  
   
It is very important that our members know what their elected leadership is doing.  I will report to you 

regularly on new developments.  
   
In solidarity,  
   
Warren (Smokey) Thomas  
President, Ontario Public Employees Union  
  

 


