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Dear Council Members; 
 
As you may or may not be aware, last Wednesday morning one of our Sisters 
nearly lost her life in a brutal display of domestic violence.  
 
Amanda, a member from Local 498 in Ottawa, was savagely attacked in her 
home by her ex-boyfriend, and the father of her 19 month old daughter. This 
attack, which lasted hours, nearly cost Amanda her life. Amanda was beaten 
within an inch of her life. Thankfully, Amanda has survived this horrific act of 
violence, and is now recovering in hospital under protective care. 
 
Her ex-boyfriend has been charged with Attempted Murder, Forcible 
Confinement, Aggravated Assault, Aggravated Sexual Assault, and Uttering 
Death Threats. 
 
Sadly, Amanda is not the only victim of this tragic event. Shockingly, Amanda’s 
19 month old daughter was present in her home during this attack, and has 
currently been placed into foster care. 
 
Council Members, at this crucial time, we would like to make an appeal to all of 
you for your help and assistance in this terrible matter. But before we do, we 
would like to take a moment to tell you a little more about the incredible 
individual that you will be helping.    
 
Amanda is a uniquely courageous and inspirational individual. At 19 years of 
age, Amanda’s mother passed away, leaving her and her 15 year old sister 
orphans.  Amanda and her sister never knew their father, as he had walked out 
on them at an early age. With no other family to support them, Amanda 
became her sister’s legal guardian, and undertook the immense responsibility of 
caring for her younger sister.  
 
Amanda has consistently managed to persevere, and overcome, any and all 
obstacles and challenges that have been thrown before her. Amanda has 
successfully maintained steady employment while raising her younger sister and  
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completing her High School Diploma. Amanda struggled for three years, and 
managed to graduate, with Honours, from the Early Childhood Education 
program at Algonquin College. After graduating from college, Amanda quickly 
found employment as an Early Childhood Educator at a local daycare.  
 
Against all odds, Amanda has managed to see her dreams come true. Of all of 
Amanda’s amazing achievements, the one that means the most to her, and 
brings her the greatest amount of joy, as Amanda herself will tell you, has been 
the birth of her daughter, and becoming a mother herself. Amanda has truly 
proven herself to be a fighter, and a survivor.   
 
Amanda will eventually recover from her injuries. Sadly however, Amanda will 
be left with the physical and emotional scars that stem from this terrible 
incident for the rest of her life. 
 
With that being said, at this time we would like to appeal to the incredibly 
charitable and generous nature we know to be inherent among all of our 
Brothers and Sisters and ask that everyone join us in our campaign to help 
Amanda. In the immediate future, Amanda will be in critical need of financial 
support. To that end, we have set up a Trust Fund for Amanda at TD Canada 
Trust. Donations can be made at any branch with the following information:  
 

Branch number:  3295 
 
Account number:  6423231 

 
In parting, we would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone in advance 
for their time, consideration, and generosity in this grave matter. 
 
Our Sincerest thanks to everyone. 
 
In Solidarity, 
 
 
The Local Executive Committee of Local 498 
 
Christopher Rand-Chu, President 
 
Brian Hickman, Vice President 
 
Paul Hughes, Treasurer 
 
Lloyd Mason, Chief Steward 
 


