
February 23, 2012 

 

A message from Sean  

 

Good morning: 

 

As most are aware there has been considerable media surrounding the current 

atmosphere at Algonquin College as it pertains to management and workers at 

the College who are represented by two OPSEU locals.  In fact, one of the 

media articles appearing on the front page of the Ottawa Citizen recently 

referenced the 450 outstanding grievances at the College.  This not only 

caught the general public off guard but several union reps across the city 

as all considered the sheer magnitude of such a high number. 

 

The Chief Steward for OPSEU 416 at the College, Sandy Green-Anderson sent a 

letter to the editor in reference to the Ottawa Citizen story.  The letter 

appeared in the paper on January 27th.  Here's a link to Sandy's letter 

http://bit.ly/zwOpGi  Within a very short period of time after her letter 

appeared Sandy was called into a meeting and suspended for thirty days 

without pay by the employer - Algonquin College.  The reason given by the 

employer for the suspension without pay was her letter that appeared in the 

Ottawa Citizen on the 27th. 

 

The union local is dealing with the suspension through the grievance 

process.  Thing is this is such a blatant attack on not only Sandy and her 

right to free speech but an attack on all workers who dare publicly comment 

with factual information about their workplace.  Have a letter published in 

the Ottawa Citizen and face a thirty day suspension without pay. 

 

I have had several discussions with the president of OPSEU 416 and the 

current situation regarding Sister Green-Anderson. 

 

The Ottawa and District Labour Council will be holding a solidarity BBQ and 

Rally on Monday February 27th at noon in front of the College (Woodroffe 

Avenue entrance) to show our support for Sister Green-Anderson and to help 

send a message to management that we stand beside and in full support of 

Sister Green-Anderson. 

 

Please find attached a poster announcing the event.  Please distribute 

widely.  

 

http://bit.ly/zwOpGi


If you can make it out to the rally for the BBQ, music and a few speeches 

it will be appreciated.  Hope to see you on Monday.  Thanks. 

 

In solidarity, 

 

Sean McKenny 

 

President 

 

Ottawa and District Labour Council 

 

 

 

 

 


