
This message is being sent to all members of OPSEU Local 
415 on behalf of the Ottawa Health Coalition. 
 
As citizens of the greater Ottawa with an interest in quality health 
services for our families and ourselves, all of us should be concerned 
about the proposed cuts to the Ottawa Hospital. As well, as faculty we 
have an interest in ensuring our students have good job opportunities 
upon graduation.   
 
Please consider participating in one of the following: 
 
Public Meeting  
Thursday, February 28, 7:00-9:00 pm  
Southminster United Church  
15 Aylmer Ave (near Colonel By Dr exit and Bank St) Ottawa  
 
S.O.S. Save Our Services Rally! 
Monday, March 4, 4 - 6 p.m. 
Ottawa Hospital, Civic Campus, 1053 Carling Ave. 
 
For more details concerning the proposed cuts, please read on: 
 

Save Our Hospital Services 

Some of Ontario's worst cuts are coming to the Ottawa 
Hospital 

 ---------------------------- 

On the Chopping Block 

 Riverside endoscopy unit to be closed. Thousands of endoscopies to be 
privatized to a for-profit corporation. 

 290 nurses, health professionals and support staff to be cut along with the 
services they provide. This equals a cut of more than 500,000 hours of patient 
care, therapy and hospital support. 

 Almost 4,000 cataract surgeries/year cut from the Riverside and General sites. 
 Cafeteria hours to be cut. 
 Cuts are being planned for outpatient care services next. 

-------------------------------- 



It doesn't have to be this way 

 ------------------------------- 

FACT Our hospitals are already seriously overcrowded. More hospital cuts 
compromise patient and staff safety. 
  
Ontario has the fewest hospital beds per person in Canada and among the worst 
hospital overcrowding of any industrialized nation. We've lost 18,500 beds to cuts since 
1990. (For more information on this see: http://web.net/~ohc/first-do-no-harm-pre-
drummond-report-final.pdf) 
  
The Ottawa Hospital regularly has more patients than beds. The occupancy rate ( % of 
filled hospital beds) at the Ottawa Hospital is regularly over 100%. In February it was 
120%. 
  
Overcrowding means: 

 Patients lined up in stretchers along hallways. 
 Cancelled surgeries when there are no beds to put patients into. 
 Overflowing ERs. 
 Longer waits. 
 Inadquate staff ratios for patients. 

Research shows that overcrowding results in higher patient mortality (death) rates, 
more infections, and worse outcomes. 
  

FACT Ontario hospitals are funded at the lowest rates of any province in Canada. 
  
The current Ontario government has set funding rates at less than the rate of inflation. This 
means that hospitals are faced with deficits just to maintain existing services. But hospitals are 
not allowed to run deficits. If they are projecting a deficit, they are required to cut services. If 
they refuse to comply, hospital board members can be subject to fines and penalties. 
  

------------------------------ 

Ontario's Liberal government is cutting billions of 
dollars from the health care you and your family 

count on. 
Ontarians are paying the price for years of the deepest tax cuts in the country for corporations 

and the wealthiest,  
by curtailing health funding by $3 billion. 

That is billions in real dollar cutbacks -- this year and for the next four years if we don't stop 
them. 



------------------------------ 
  

Ontario is one of the richest provinces in Canada. 
By every measure, most or all of the other provinces do better than Ontario in funding 

hospitals, health care and other services. 
 There is no reason that we can't too. It isn't about money. It's about greed. 

-------------------------- 
  

FACT Privatization leads to user fees and two-tier health care. It turns over vital health 
services to profit-seeking corporations. 
  
Cutting public non-profit services forces care out of hospitals. Sometimes it is 
contracted out to for-profit clinics. Sometimes it is simply cut and patients either pay or 
go without.  
  
This is privatization. 
  
Private for-profit clinics are not vying for health care contracts to provide better care. 
Profiteers are seeking to take as much money as possible out of our public funding for 
their own profits.  
  
Recent media reports have exposed the very serious safety and quality problems 
in privatized clinics. For-profit companies cut corners to make profits.  The majority of 
private clinics charge patients user fees to maximize their profits. This is two-tier health 
care, and it violates the Canada Health Act. 

------------------------------- 
  

We Can Save Our Services 

  
S.O.S. Save Our Services Rally! 
Monday March 4, 4 - 6 p.m. 
Ottawa Hospital, Civic Campus, 1053 Carling Ave. 
All welcome. Please come out! 
  
Contact Health Minister Deb Matthews and tell her to stop the cuts to our 
hospitals: 
dmatthews.mpp@liberal.ola.org 
Minister of Health 
10th Floor, Hepburn Block 
80 Grosvenor Street 
Toronto, Ontario M7A 2C4 
Phone: 416-327-4300 
Send a copy to Ontario's new Premier Kathleen Wynne at: kwynne.mpp@liberal.ola.org 



  
You can also send a copy to local Ottawa MPPs: 
  
Bob Chiarelli (Lib) bchiarelli.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 
Jack MacLaren (PC) jack.maclarenco@pc.ola.org 
Lisa MacLeod (PC) lisa.macleod@pc.ola.org 
Dalton McGuinty (Lib) dmcguinty.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 
Phil McNeely (Lib) pmcneely.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 
Madeleine Meilleur (Lib) mmeilleur.co@liberal.ola.org 
  
Distribute leaflets like this one through your neighbourhood and to all 
your email contacts. 
For more copies of this leaflet contact Albert at 613-590-0970. 
  
Join the campaign to Save Our Services.  
Call Marlene at the Ottawa Health Coalition 613-222-8392. 
 


