
***Minister’s letterhead*** 

MEMORANDUM TO: Board Chairs, Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology; 
Presidents, Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology; 
Linda Franklin, President and Chief Executive Officer, Colleges 
Ontario; 
Ace Acumen Corporation; 
Alpha International Academy; 
Cestar College of Business, Health and Technology; 
Hanson Canada; 
Queen's College of Business, Technology & Public Safety; 
Stanford International College;  
Pures College of Technology; and  
Christopher Conway, Chief Executive Officer, Career Colleges 
Ontario 

FROM:  Ross Romano 
Minister of Colleges and Universities

DATE: 

SUBJECT: Public College-Private Partnerships Policy 

I am pleased to let you know that the Ministry of Colleges and Universities has finalized its 
Public College-Private Partnerships Policy. This new policy cuts red tape while supporting public 
college partnerships with private education and training providers. Through this policy, 
Ontario’s publicly assisted colleges can create innovative and entrepreneurial partnerships that 
enable greater fiscal benefits for public colleges and their partners, strengthen communities 
and protect and enhance Ontario’s postsecondary education brand.  

Putting this new policy in place is an opportunity for public colleges and their private partners 
to build on the success of existing partnerships and to continue to meet strong demand from 
international students for Ontario’s high-quality postsecondary education. It is the ministry’s 
expectation that public colleges will re-invest the economic benefit from these parternships 
back in their local communities.  
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Policy Requirements 

The new Public College-Private Partnerships Policy reinforces existing college responsibilities 
and establishes some new college responsibilities. As partnership students are students of the 
public college, public colleges will be held accountable for ensuring access to student supports 
and reporting student outcomes to the ministry.   

Existing college responsibilities reinforced through the policy include: 

• Compliance with all applicable provincial and federal legislation, regulation, binding
policy directives and agreements;

• Ensuring student protection and program quality; and

• Reporting outcomes for public college-private partnership students through established
reporting processes, such as the 2020-25 Strategic Mandate Agreement performance
metrics, which include international students.

New responsibilities established by the policy include an enrolment management mechanism 
that ties each public college’s partnership enrolment (across all partnership campuses, both 
within and outside of the Greater Toronto Area) to international enrolment at its home 
campus(es). The maximum ratio of home campus international enrolment to partnership 
campus international enrolment is 1:2. Once the 1:2 ratio is reached, any growth of partnership 
enrolment has to be accompanied by growth of home campus international enrolment in order 
to ensure the 1:2 ratio is maintained. Public colleges with existing partnership enrolment above 
the 1:2 ratio will not be required to reduce partnership enrolment to achieve a 1:2 ratio but will 
not be permitted to grow partnership enrolment until home campus international enrolment is 
increased and the 1:2 ratio is achieved.  

The policy sets out a proposal-based application process for partnerships that will come into 
effect in May 2020. Section 28 approval under the Financial Administration Act continues to be 
a requirement for all partnership agreements.   

Private providers will continue to be required to be independently designated under the 
International Student Program and public colleges will continue to be required to amend their 
Designation Agreements with the ministry to include their partnership campuses. 

Public colleges with existing partnerships are expected to work with their private partners to 
implement the new policy by January 1, 2020.  

Next Steps 

The ministry will be monitoring student outcomes through existing processes and will hold 
public colleges accountable for ensuring that their partnerships comply with the policy and 
meet the needs of students and employers.  In the upcoming months, the ministry will consider 
implementing mechanisms to ensure compliance with the policy for public colleges and private 
providers.  
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The policy will be reviewed after two years and at that time the ministry may consider 
adjustments to the enrolment management strategy based on factors such as the size of 
international enrolment. 

The policy will be set out in a new Public College-Private Partnerships Minister’s Binding Policy 
Directive. Once the binding policy directive is finalized, it will be posted on the ministry’s 
website.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Colleges Ontario, all of Ontario’s publicly assisted 
colleges, current private partners and Career Colleges Ontario for your input, patience and 
support on this initiative. I look forward to a successful implementation of the new Public 
College-Private Partnerships Policy.  

Sincerely, 

Ross Romano 
Minister of Colleges and Universities 

c: Laurie LeBlanc, Deputy Minister 
Doug Brewer, Chief of Staff   
Kelly Shields, Assistant Deputy Minister, Postsecondary Education Division 
Kelly Burke, Assistant Deputy Minister, Advanced Education Learner Supports Division 
Carol Strachan, Superintendent, Private Career Colleges Branch 
Ivonne Mellozzi, Director (A), Postsecondary Accountability Branch 
George Xenos, Director (A), Postsecondary Finance and Information Management 
Branch 
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